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tenure as Acting Director of National 
Intelligence and Director of National 
Counterterrorism Center concluded 
last week. 

Joe Maguire spent 36 years serving 
our Nation as a U.S. Navy special oper-
ator. His leadership record included 
SEAL Team 2 and the U.S. Navy Spe-
cial Warfare Command, where he guid-
ed some of our Nation’s most sensitive 
military operations. 

Admiral Maguire retired from the 
Navy in 2010, but it was not long before 
public service came calling again. In 
2018, the President asked him to direct 
the NCTC. The Senate confirmed him 
on a voice vote. 

He took on an even more challenging 
assignment last summer when he 
agreed to follow our former colleague 
Senator Dan Coats and act in the role 
of the DNI. 

Our Nation asks our intelligence 
community to fulfill an enormous 
array of sensitive missions. These men 
and women work day and night to pro-
tect the homeland from terrorists. 
They fight nuclear proliferation. They 
keep watch on dangerous adversaries, 
like Russia and China. They guard 
against what hostile intelligence serv-
ices are doing in our Nation, and they 
work to protect American elections 
from foreign interference that seeks to 
sow division and chaos and reduce pub-
lic confidence in our democracy. 

Recent reports suggest that adver-
saries, including Russia, are likely con-
tinuing efforts aimed at dividing Amer-
icans, sowing chaos in our politics, and 
undermining confidence in our elec-
tions. Fortunately, in stark contrast to 
the failures of the Obama administra-
tion in 2016, the Trump administration, 
once again, appears to be doing the 
right thing—in this case, by promptly 
providing a specific counterintelligence 
briefing to a Democratic Presidential 
candidate in question. This is just the 
latest example of the vigilance and the 
action we have seen from this adminis-
tration on this crucial issue. 

In parallel with hundreds of millions 
that Congress has appropriated in new 
election security assistance for State 
and local authorities, the administra-
tion has taken major proactive steps. 
The Treasury Department has sanc-
tioned numerous Russian entities in-
volved in the 2016 interference. The De-
partment of Homeland Security has 
worked closely with States, local juris-
dictions, and the private sector to bol-
ster our cyber security defenses. 

The Obama administration’s naive 
and belated efforts failed to deter or to 
defend against Russian interference in 
2016 and failed to provide substantive 
counterintelligence briefings to the 
Trump and Clinton campaigns. By con-
trast, the Trump administration has 
been vigilant and appears to be pro-
viding timely warnings to candidates 
affected by foreign intelligence activi-
ties. This is critically important work, 
and it wouldn’t be possible without the 
hard work of our intelligence commu-
nity to identify the hostile activities. 

This is just one of many critical 
tasks the intelligence community per-
forms for our country. Our country is 
safer and stronger when they have the 
tools and the resources they need and 
leadership that understands that polit-
ical bias must have no quarter in intel-
ligence work and that all Americans’ 
rights need protecting. 

f 

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now 
on another matter, this week the Sen-
ate will continue to fulfill both of our 
constitutional charges: We will vote on 
important legislation, and we will pro-
vide advice and consent on a number of 
Presidential nominations. We will 
begin with two nominations to the 
Federal bench in U.S. territories. 

Judge Robert Molloy, who currently 
sits on the U.S. Virgin Islands Superior 
Court, is nominated to serve on the 
U.S. District Court for the Virgin Is-
lands for a term of 10 years. Judge 
Silvia Carreno-Coll currently serves as 
a U.S. magistrate judge for the District 
of Puerto Rico and has been nominated 
to be a U.S. district judge. Both nomi-
nations were reported out of com-
mittee on a voice vote. 

This week we will also consider Kath-
arine MacGregor, the President’s nomi-
nee to be Deputy Secretary of the Inte-
rior, and Travis Greaves, a nominee to 
serve as judge on the U.S. Tax Court 
for a term of 15 years. 

But first, following the first two 
nominations, the Senate will turn to 
important legislation put forward by 
Senators GRAHAM and SASSE to expand 
protections for innocent lives. Senator 
GRAHAM’s Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act would finally remove 
the United States from a list of only 
seven nations, including China and 
North Korea, that permit elective abor-
tion after 20 weeks. It would bring our 
Nation’s regard for the unborn off this 
sad and radical fringe and bring us 
more in line with the global main-
stream. 

I do not believe this legislation 
should be controversial, but even less 
controversial should be Senator 
SASSE’s Born-Alive Abortion Survivors 
Protection Act. It would simply ensure 
that infants who survive abortion at-
tempts receive the same level of profes-
sional care as any other children. 

My colleagues and I will have more 
to say on this subject in the days 
ahead, but I will urge all Senators to 
join me in supporting these nominees 
and these pieces of legislation when we 
vote on them this week. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

ERNST). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Robert An-
thony Molloy, of the Virgin Islands, to 
be Judge for the District Court of the 
Virgin Islands for a period of ten years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise 
today to celebrate Black History 
Month and to pay tribute to Penn-
sylvanians whose work has made a real 
difference in our Commonwealth. 

This year we will honor three indi-
viduals who have dedicated themselves 
to uplifting the lives of others. We 
know that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
once said: ‘‘Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is: ‘What are you doing 
for others?’ ’’ For purposes of today’s 
remarks, I will substitute one word. I 
will substitute the word ‘‘children’’ for 
the word ‘‘others’’ and ask: What are 
you doing for our children? 

It is an important question, not only 
for those of us who gather for Black 
History Month today and to celebrate 
this month, but it is also an important 
question for every Member of Congress 
to ask themselves. 

This year we are going to honor these 
three Pennsylvanians: Kathy Elliott, 
Rosemary Browne, and Ellyn Jo 
Waller. All three have dedicated their 
lives to answering this urgent question 
and to building pathways toward hope 
for children in their communities. 

I can think of no calling more impor-
tant and no mission more essential 
than this one: to help our children. It 
is an honor for me to have the privilege 
to recognize these remarkable Penn-
sylvanians. They are beacons in their 
communities, and they are each, in 
their own way, an inspiration to me in 
my work in the Senate and, I know, to 
the work of our staff as well. 

American children face a crisis cre-
ated by policy choices made by adults 
over now several decades. Despite low 
unemployment and overall economic 
growth, children are being left out and 
left behind. Almost half of young chil-
dren in the United States of America 
live in poverty or near poverty, with 
infants and toddlers at greatest risk. 
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